


Keynote Speaker - David Alexander
Rotary International General Manager & Chief
Communications Officer | Keynote Speaker|

David Alexander leads a team of communications
professionals who support Rotary clubs’ efforts to tell
Rotary’s story. The team includes photographers,
videographers, Web producers, writers, editors, designers,
and translators and interpreters.

Alexander directs Rotary’s global communications efforts in
10 languages. These efforts include developing public
relations campaigns and overseeing Rotary’s website, The
Rotarian magazine, and 30+ regional magazines around the
world.

Alexander has 20 years of communications experience.
Before joining the Rotary staff, he directed media efforts at

the National Safety Council, the leading safety advocacy organization in the U.S., and worked in
public relations for Apple Inc.

Rotary International has been recognized with honors from leading industry publications and peers,
including PR Week, PR News, the Public Relations Society of America, Publicity Club of Chicago, and
the American Marketing Association. In 2013, Rotary’s End Polio Now campaign earned PR News’
Platinum PR Award for Best Global PR effort.

Alexander lives in Evanston, Illinois, with his wife and three children. 

Keynote Speaker - Chris Edwards
City2Surf Legend I Leadership Coach and Communication
Strategist I Australian Rotary Health Ambassador I Founder
of the Rotary Fitness Initiative

As a boy, Chris decided to run in the annual Sydney
City2Surf fun run 50 consecutive times and do each run in
under 100 minutes. He is on track to achieve this personal
goal and next year will run for Rotary in his 50th consecutive

City2Surf.

The City2Surf is one of the world’s iconic fun runs and ranks as one of the big events topping the
‘bucket list’ of runners around the world.

A little known fact – two of the key organisers of the first event were Rotarians. It was their
innovative organisational thinking that started the fund-raising aspect of the event and continues to
plough millions of dollars into community projects around the world.

Chris was there at the beginning. He is known as the youngest of the ‘City2Surf Legends’, a small
group of men who have finished the annual event every year.

Chris specialises in Goal-Setting, Motivation and Leadership.

He is an active Rotarian with the Rotary Club of Hall (district 9710) and Founder of the Rotary Fitness
Initiative, an innovative concept designed to reinvigorate Rotary.



Keynote Speaker - Dr Robbie
Francis
We are so excited that Dr Robbie Francis will be our keynote
speaker at the Wednesday night Gala Peace Dinner. Read
further for her profile.

In 2013 Robbie was given the opportunity to intern for an
international disability rights group in Mexico. Having
witnessed first hand the shocking conditions many people
with disabilities are forced to live in, she decided to become
an active part of the solution. So in 2014 she and her friends
co-founded The Lucy Foundation.

Robbie, who lives with a disability herself, is particularly
passionate about developing more inclusive, safer and
peaceful communities through sustainable and collaborative
initiatives. Having studied International Conflict Resolution
and Mediation in Israel-Palestine, Robbie recently passed
with no revisions her PhD at the University of Otago National
Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies in New Zealand. The

focus of her research was inclusive and accessible research methodologies and the experiences of
people with disabilities during conflict and displacement. She is also on the Expert Reference Group
advising the New Zealand Government on the 2016-2026 Disability Strategy and the Child and Youth
Wellbeing Strategy, a committee member of University of Otago Disability Matters and the Project
Manager of the 2018 Attitude Awards.

Keynote Speaker - Cam Calkoen
We are so excited that Cam will be our keynote speaker on
the Sunday. Read further for his profile.

Cam (who was born with Cerebral Palsy) has gone from
doubting his ability to run, to representing NZ in athletics,
winning championships in New Zealand, Australia and
Canada and now takes his winning attitude into diverse
environments that encourage others to achieve their
personal best.

From projects that enhance relations between people of the
world through to continually pushing through personal,

physical and emotional barriers, Cam ensures the life is ‘AWESOME’ indeed.

Cam was recognised as a Paul Harris Fellow recipient in 2006 as a 21 year old and has been further
twice recognised with Sapphire Pins. He assisted raising awareness in a considerable fund raising
effort which raised $4million to allow the YES Disability Resource Centre to be constructed on
Auckland’s North Shore - District 9910.

By saying YES you are able to Dream Big & Achieve More.



Conference Programme
The draft conference programme out now!

Click on the attachment at the end of the article for the
Training and Conference Programme. Please note that
changes will be updated on the Conference Website. Please
do keep an eye out for this. 

Christchurch City Walking Tours
Join Glen Tregurtha, a tour guide guru as he takes us on a
walking tour of our fascinating city.

This is a guided experience that showcases the changed
nature of the CBD and the future build of Christchurch as it
becomes a 21st century city. Walking around the city with a
passionate local is a great way to feel the ‘buzz’ and see the
creativity being used to rebuild a modern city for us all. We
will also show you all the new cafes, bars, trendy restaurants
and hot shopping spots.

During the tour you can take photos and ask your friendly local guide lots of questions! This is a
flexible and informal experience so your guide can tailor the tour route to suit the group’s interests.
Your guide will discuss the new city vision with you, including the new precincts and community
projects. There are plenty of local business stories incorporating the strength and resilience of the
people from Christchurch.

Further details to follow in our next newsletter.

Accommodation Options
There is a wide diversity of accommodation available within
15 minutes walking distance of the Christchurch Town Hall.

We suggest you peruse the Christchurch NZ
website  www.christchurchnz.com/accommodation)  in the
first instance, to establish the requirements that would best
suit you. Please do carry out your own due diligence by

visiting other travel websites to validate the establishments attributes.

All Conference attendees are responsible for making their own bookings direct at the establishment
of their choice, to suit individual travel requirements.  As it is the intent to support the Christchurch
inner-city area, several hotels and accommodation providers have been contacted so they can
provide a specific promo code or accommodation rate for attendees to the Conference.  Please visit
the conference website (Rotary Zone 8 Conference) for a list of providers.

We are sure that you will enjoy your stay in Christchurch in the spring’ of 2019 to experience the
emerging ‘Regeneration’ of our city.



The Venue
The venue of the conference is the fully refurbished iconic
Christchurch Town Hall on the banks of the Avon river,
centrally located approximately 5- 10 minute walk from
central city accommodation and Cathedral Square.

This building opened 30th September 1972, was designed by
well recognised local architects Warren and Mahoney, and in

2000 received the NZ Institute of Architects 25year award. It will indeed be a delight and privilege to
utilise this venue some 47 years later.    

It is intended that the superb Rieger Pipe Organ in the main auditorium, will be played for your
enjoyment over the lunch break at the Conference, by acclaimed organist Martin Setchell.  

Funding for this organ was initially raised from the visionary initiative of Rotarians from the Rotary
Club of Avonhead,  Christchurch and others prior to 1997, so this will be an opportunity to both
recognise and appreciate the music and sound of this superb instrument.  

Thank you to our supporters
We would like to thank the following for their support of our
conference.

Christchurch Attractions: Christchurch Attractions has all
the best activities to offer you. Enjoy tranquil gardens and
breath-taking vistas or tour our re-building city.  Pop into 109
Worcester Street (Shop 13), Cathedral Junction Christchurch
to talk with us.

OGB (Old Government Building): A speakeasy style bar housed in a beautiful heritage building
overlooking Cathedral Square with a charming outdoor courtyard. Come on in for ol' fashioned
service, live music and carefully crafted food and drinks. Open every day, 7.30am - 1am. 

Spectrum Print: Spectrum Print is an award winning Commercial Printers in Christchurch providing
Offset, Wide Format and Digital Printing services to customers throughout Canterbury and the South
Island. 

Greymouth Rotary Tour Itineraries
Greymouth Rotary, home of the 2019 - 2020 Governor of
District 9970, extends a warm invitation to everyone
attending the New Zealand Australia Conference in
Christchurch to take the Trans Alpine train and explore the
West Coast.

Please note that entry fees apply on some tours. Meet and
greet Greymouth Rotary at Monteiths Brewery 6pm Tuesday
(Monteiths tour limited to 20 people). Registration details
will be on the conference website and also in our next
newsletter.

Itinerary 1 (Half Day, Easy Walk)

Punakaiki Pancake rocks and blowholes/ Truman Track/ Poerari Track 
Depart Monteiths 2.30pm Monday and 9am Tuesday
Guide - Robin Ross



Itinerary 2 (Full Day, Drive)

Brunner mine site/ Blackball/ Pike River mine memorial/Reefton distillery/ Blacks
Point museum
Monteiths Brewery for tour and tea 6pm
Depart Monteiths 9am Tuesday
Guide - Selwyn Leitch

Itinerary 3a (Half Day, Easy Walk)

Pt Elizabeth walkway, lunch at Rapahoe hotel (drop off and pick up, one way walk)
Depart Monteiths 2.30pm Monday and 9am Tuesday
Guides - Jo Hart / Christine R

Itinerary 3b (Half Day,  Easy Walk)

Coal Creek Falls, lunch at Rapahoe Hotel
Depart Monteiths 2.30pm Monday and 9am Tuesday
Guides - Jo Hart / Christine R

Itinerary 4 (Full Day)

Mahanipua Waterways / Treetop Walkway / Hokitika Gorge / Lake Kaniere drive /
Hokitika Town walk
Monteiths Brewery for tour and tea 6pm
Entry fees apply
Depart Monteiths 9am Tuesday
Guide - Allan Wilson

Itinerary 5 (Own)

Wilderness Cycleway option
Departure from Greymouth and Hokitika bike rental stations
Bike hire costs apply

Itinerary 6 (Half Day)

Shantytown Historical Park/
steam train ride/ gold panning/ theatre
Entry fee applies
Depart Monteiths 2.30pm Monday or 9am Tuesday and Wednesday
Guide - Dave McMillan

Contact DGE Gary Hopkinson  hopkinsonrotary@gmail.com 

Pre-Conference Tours of New
Zealand
The Pakuranga Rotary Club (Inc), invites you to join one of 2
Pre-Conference Tours of New Zealand or a Post Conference
Tour of the South Island, as detailed below

Pakuranga Rotary runs similar tours annually for 'off-shore'
Rotarians and their partners. The Tour Key-points and
Highlights are:

The Tour size is limited in number to ensure all participants
get personal attention and to minimise the amount of
waiting in queues and to facilitate the opportunity to mix

and mingle throughout. (Even on the coach.)
Accommodation will be 4 to 5 star and includes all breakfasts.
A professional ‘Top Tour Guide’ will travel with you throughout the Tour.

Tour #1 is a 2 week Pre-Tour ( 15 day -14 night) which includes both the North and South Islands.
(Starting in Auckland Thurs 5th Sep and finishing in Christchurch Wed 18th Sep at your selected
Conference hotel.



This 15 day Tour Price is: NZ$6,790 pp twin share. NZ$7,990 pp single.

Tour #2 is a 1 week Pre-Tour (8 day-7 night) is South Island only. (Starting from Christchurch on
Wed 11th Sep and finishing in Christchurch Wed 18th Sep at your selected hotel.

This 8 day Tour Price is: NZ$3,345 pp twin share. NZ$4,145 pp single.

Tour #3 is a 1 week Post-Tour (7 day-6 night) is South Island only. (Starting from Christchurch on
Mon 23rd Sep and finishing in Christchurch on Sunday 29th Sep at the airport or your selected
hotel.)

This 7 day Tour Price is: NZ$3,195 pp twin share. NZ$3,895 pp single.

Please click on the attachment below for the detailed itinerary.  Any inquiries, contact Peter Hawkins
+64 21 758 478 or peter.hawkins@xtra.co.nz 
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Sunday, 15th September 2019 

3:00 pm onwards Australian DGEs and DGNs and Training Team arrive into Rydges Hotel, Latimer Square 

Dinner Own arrangements 

Monday, 16th September 2019 

 New Zealand DGEs and DGNs arrive into Rydges Hotel, Latimer Square 

8:00 am Registration open at Rydges Hotel 

8:30 am to 12 noon Rotary International Briefing – DGEs and Partners 

10:00 am to 11:00 am Trainers Meeting for G Train Facilitators 

10:30 am to 11:00 am Morning tea for DGEs and Partners 

12 noon to 1:00 pm Lunch for DGEs and Partners 

1:15 pm to 2:30 pm 

Plenary for DGEs and DGNs and Partners – “Looking Forward” 

▪ Welcome by Convenor PRID Noel Trevaskis 

▪ RI Strategy Update – David Alexander 

▪ People of Action update & What Happens when we End Polio – David Alexander 

2:30 pm to 3:00pm Afternoon tea for DGEs and DGNs and Partners 

3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
▪ Training Seminar – DGEs and Partners 

▪ Training Seminar – DGNs and Partners 

3:00 pm onwards Australian DGs arrive into Rydges Hotel, Latimer Square 

7:00 pm 
Dinner in DGE and DGN groups at own cost. Venues to be organised by DGE and DGN of 

District 9970. PRID Noel Trevaskis will accompany DGNs and Partners. 

Tuesday, 17th September 2019 

 New Zealand DGs arrive into Rydges Hotel, Latimer Square 

8:00 am Registration open at Rydges Hotel 

8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
▪ Training Seminar – DGEs and Partners 

▪ Training Seminar –- DGNs and Partners 

9:30 am to 5:00 pm ▪ District Governors Symposium – DGs and Partners 

10:30 am to 11:00 am Morning Tea – all groups 

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm Lunch – all groups 

3:00 pm to 3:30 pm Afternoon tea – all groups 

7:00 pm 
Dinner in DG, DGE and DGN groups at own cost. Venues to be organised by DG, DGE 

and DGN of District 9970. PRID Noel Trevaskis will accompany DGEs and Partners. 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 18th September 2019 

8:00 am Registration open at Rydges Hotel 

8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

▪ District Governors Symposium 

▪ Training Seminar – DGEs only 

▪ Training Seminar – DGNs and Partners 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm DGE Partners Session 

10:00 am to 10:30 am Morning tea – all groups 

12 noon to 1:00 pm Lunch – all groups 

1:00 pm to 3:30 pm RDU Board Meeting 

2:30 pm to 3:00 pm Afternoon tea – all groups 

3:00 pm to 5:00 pm Insurance and Youth Protection 

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm ARH Cocktails Function – DGNs and Partners 

7:00 pm 
Gala ‘Peace’ Dinner at Transitional ‘Cardboard” Cathedral, Latimer Square – G Train and 

Partners + all other bookings – NZ$75/person – online Registration option 

Thursday, 19th September 2019 

8:00 am to 10:00 am Registration open at Rydges Hotel 

Morning Free time for Partners of DGs, DGEs and DGNs 

8:30 am to 11.15 am Good Governance – DGs, DGEs and Directors of ARH, RAWCS, RDU, ROMAC and RNZWCS 

9:00 am to 11.00 am Good Governance with Facilitator PDG Neville Parsons – DGNs  

9:00 am to 5:00 pm Train the Trainers Seminar 

10:00 am to 10:15 am Morning tea 

11:15 am to 1:00 pm 

▪ Walk to South Frame [20 minutes] for DGs, DGEs and DGNs 

▪ Lunch at Kahikatea Common with pizza, food trucks etc 

▪ Return to Rydges Hotel by 1:00 pm 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

▪ RDU and ROMAC briefing for all DGs, DGEs and DGNs 

▪ ARH and RAWCS briefing for all Australian DGs, DGEs and DGNs 

▪ ROZCOM and RNZWCS briefing for all New Zealand DGs, DGEs and DGNs 

3:00 pm to 3:45 pm 
RI President Mark Daniel Maloney address to DGs, DGEs and DGNs, Rotary Coordinators 

and District Trainers. 

3:45 pm to 5:15 pm Charity Duck Race on the Avon River 

5:15 pm Conference Registration open at Town Hall 

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm Interplast Cocktail Function – DGEs/DGNs and Partners (TBC) 

6:30 for 7:00 pm Charity Dinner 

7:00 pm 
ARH Chairman’s Dinner. 

Email arh@arh.org.au or phone +61 2 8837 1900 if you wish to register for the dinner. 

  

mailto:arh@arh.org.au


 

 

 

 

Friday, 20th September 2019 

6:45 am to 8:15 am ROMAC Breakfast – DGNs/DGEs and Partners (TBC) 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm Registration open at Town Hall 

8:00 am to 11:30 am 

Annual General Meetings 

▪ Australian Rotary Health 8:00 am to 8:45 am 

▪ Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children 8:55 am to 9:40 am 

▪ Rotary Australia World Community Service 9:50 am to 10:35 am 

▪ Rotary Down Under 10:45 am to 11:30 am 

11:35 am to 12 noon Council on Legislation Report – PDG Dennis Shore 

11:00 am Showcase Opens 

Lunch Own arrangements 

12:50 pm to 5:25 pm 

▪ Call to Order 

▪ Maori Waiata 

▪ Opening and Keynote Address by Rotarian and Mayor Lianne Dalziel 

▪ Christchurch earthquake response – PDG Margaret Reeve 

▪ Performance by Tourette Musical Group ‘The Lunatics’ 

▪ A student’s take on 'Wellbeing' / Effects of Canterbury earthquake on families 

▪ Panel discussion on Mental Wellbeing + Developing Resilience 

▪ 2020 Conference promotion 

▪ Introduction of RIP Mark Maloney 

▪ Keynote speaker: Graham Dockrill – ‘If Rotary was a Technology Start up – Staying 

Current in a Changing World’ 

▪ The Rotary Foundation 

▪ Presentation of Australia and New Zealand Cups 

▪ So, what about ENGAGEMENT Initiatives? 

▪ Awards and Thanks – PRID Noel Trevaskis 

▪ Recognition of first-time Zone Conference attendees 

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm Disaster Aid Cocktail Function – DGNs and Partners (TBC) 

7:00pm Past Officers Dinners / G-Train Dinners / Rotarians Dinner 

 

  



 

 

Saturday, 21st September 2019 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Registration open 

Showcase open 

8:30 am to 12:25 pm 

▪ Call to Order 

▪ Keynote speaker: Chris Edwards – ‘Impact of Rotary Thinking on City2Surf’ 

▪ UN - Rotary People of Action: Young Innovator & Rotaractor Ludovic Grosjean 

▪ My Rotary Journey – Simone McKenzie 

▪ Hawaii 2020 RI Convention – PDG Jessie Harman 

▪ RI Financial Report – PDG Lou Johnson 

▪ Supporting a ROMAC Patient – Peter Garnett 

▪ Q&A with Cricketer Shane Bond and others – ‘Ego, Ethics and Professionalism’ 

▪ Address by RIP Mark Maloney 

▪ Promotion for ‘Engaging with Community – Emerging Leaders Symposium’ 

▪ Brain Neuroplasticity – Tim Webster 

▪ Avalon Presentation 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm ‘Engaging with Community – Emerging Leaders Symposium’ at Salvation Army 

1:15 pm to 2:05 pm  Breakout Session 1 

2:15 pm to 3:05 pm  Breakout Session 2 

3:15 pm to 4:15 pm  Breakout Session 3 

4:30 pm to 5:15 pm  Business Session / Resolutions in the James Hay Theatre 

5:45 pm to 6:45 pm  The Rotary Foundation Pre-Dinner Reception – note: by Invitation only 

7:00 pm District Dinners or Christchurch Symphony Orchestra ‘The Planets’ at Town Hall Douglas   

Lilburn Auditorium – book direct at: eventfinda.co.nz 

Sunday, 22nd September 2019 

8:00 am 
Registration open 

Showcase open 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

▪ Call to Order 

▪ In Memoriam 

▪ Imam address on Diversity and Culture 

▪ Key outcomes of Saturday’s Symposium 

▪ Key outcomes of Saturday’s Breakout Sessions 

▪ Project Initiatives of Action in Rotaract 

▪ Transformational Change – PDG John Prendergast / PDG Tim Moore 

▪ Keynote speaker: Cam Calkoen – ‘Developing an Awesome Winning Attitude’ 

▪ Closing remarks – PRID Noel Trevaskis 

Lunch Own arrangements 

2:30 pm 

20min - 1.5km walk to World PEACE BELL Pavilion in the Botanical Gardens, via Arts 

Centre commencing from Turanga Public Library - Cathedral Square. Stretch your legs 

before heading to the airport, which is only 10Km, 20-30 mins Taxi / Uber from the CBD. 

 
Afternoon tea ‘trip’ from CBD to Port Hills Gondola - 20% discount to Rotarians  

Book direct at: christchurchattractions.nz promo code: ROTARY20 (for 11th - 29th Sept incl.) 

 




